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The Navajo language proved to 
be an unbreakable military code 
that assisted Navy and Marine 
Corps operations in the Pacific 
during World War II. The secret of 
the Navajo Code Talkers and the 
use of the Navajo language 
would not be revealed until the 
late 1960s. Other tribes employed 
as Code Talkers were also 
recognized in 2008. 

Lt. Michael Thornton (USN) 
received the Medal of Honor for 
saving the life of another Medal 
of Honor recipient during a 
daring operation against enemy 
forces. 

Airman Misty D. Warren is 
believed to be the first 
American Indian woman to be 
designated as a naval test 
parachutist. 

Air Force 2,336
More than 7 out of every 1,000 Airmen are 
American Indian / Alaska Native

Army
More than 7 out of every 1,000 Soliders are 
American Indian / Alaska Native

More than 10 out of every 1,000 Marines are 
American Indian / Alaska Native

Navy 6,671
Almost 20 out of every 1,000 Sailors are American 
Indian / Alaska Native

19.6%
The percent of American Indian
and Alaska Native 
commisioned officers who 
graduated from a military 
academy. 

7.6 yrs
The average years of service 
completed by American 
Indian and Alaska Native 
enlisted personnel serving on 
active duty.

Enlisted Occupations Officer Occupations
Electrical / Mechanical Equipment Repairers 1,965 318

Electronic Equipment Specialists 1,656 287
Infantry, Gun Crews & Seamanship Specialists 1,760 149

Service & Supply Handlers 1,204 363
Functional Support & Administration Specialists 797 488

Communications & Intelligence Specialists 1,014 260
Health Care Specialists 655 313

Craftsworkers 439 85
Non-Occupational Specialists 385 116

Other Technical & Allied Specialists 374 92

Male = Female = 

Engineering and Maintenance Officers 168 34
Health Care Officers 103 86
Intelligence Officers 90 26

Administrators 80 27
Non-Occupational Officers 85 20

Supply, Procurement & Allied Officers 74 26
General Officers & Executives 72 17

Scientists and Professionals 47 14

Male = Female = 

Tactical Operations Officers 421 49
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Marine Corps 1,925

3,474
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Ely Parker, originally from the 
Seneca families, helped to draft 
the terms of surrender of the 
Civil War at Appomattox. After 
the war, President Grant 
appointed him Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs.

Due in part to the patriotic 
services of American Indians in 
the Armed Forces during WWI, 
Congress enacted the Indian 
Citizenship Act of 1924, 
granting citizenship to 
American Indians. 

A Vietnam veteran, Donna 
Loring served several terms 
as the Penobscot Nation’s 
representative to the Maine 
State Legislature and worked 
to increase education of 
Native Americans in state 
schools. She also served as 
an aide de camp for former 
Maine governor Angus King.  

12 out of every 1,000 Air Force civilians are 
American Indian / Alaska Native

Air Force 
Civilians 2,122

10 out of every 1,000 Army civilians are 

More than 20 out of every 1,000 Marine Corps 
civilians are American Indian / Alaska Native

Marine Corps 
Civilians 378

More than 9 out of every 1,000 Navy civilians 
are American Indian / Alaska Native

More than 8 out of every 1,000 DoD Activity & Agency 
civilians are American Indian / Alaska Native

51% The percent of American Indian and 
Alaska Native DoD GS Civilians that
are Veterans. 16.4% The percent of American Indian and

Alaska Native DoD GS Civilians 
with a postgraduate degree. 

Top 10 DoD GS 1-13 Career Fields Top 10 DoD GS 14 / 15 / SES Career Fields

Male = Female = 

General Administrative, Clerical & Office Services 534 507
Misc. Occupations 381 72

Engineering & Architecture 341 76
Medical, Hospital, Dental & Public Health 107 302

Business & Industry 190 208
Accounting & Budget 87 181

Information Technology 184 70
Supply 140 109

Human Resources Management 70 132
Education 89 94

Male = Female = 

General Administrative, Clerical & Office Services 52 18
Accounting & Budget 9 10

Information Technology 10 7
Engineering & Architecture 9 6

Business & Industry 3 6
Human Resources Management 2 4

Legal & Kindred 3 2
Education 3 1

Misc. Occupations 3 1
Equipment, Facilities & Services 3 0

American Indian / Alaska Native
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Army Civilians 2,549

Navy Civilians 1,894

DoD Activity &
Agency Civilians 963




