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WWII
During World War 
II, all military 
branches enlisted 
women in their 
ranks for the first 
time in history; 
nearly 350,000 
American women 
served in uniform. 

2008
Ann E. Dunwoody became 
the first female battalion 
commander for the 82nd 
Airborne Division in 1992 
and the first female general 
at Fort Bragg in 2000.  In 
2008, she became the first 
woman in the U.S. Armed 
Forces to be promoted to 
four-star general.

2021
Midshipman First 
Class Sydney Barber 
is the first Black 
woman to serve as 
brigade commander at 
the U.S. Naval 
Academy.  She holds 
the highest student 
leadership position at 
the academy.
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1940
Margaret Chase Smith was 
the first woman in U.S. 
history to serve in both the 
House of Representatives 
(1940-1949) and the 
Senate (1949-1973).  In 
1964, she became the first 
woman to seek the 
presidential nomination of 
a major political party.

1993
Carol Moseley-Braun was the 
first Black/African American 
woman to serve in the U.S. 
Senate and the first woman 
to represent the state of 
Illinois in the Senate; she 
served from 1993 to 1999.  In 
1999, she was appointed 
United States Ambassador to 
New Zealand.

2021
On May 28, 2021, Christine 
Wormuth was appointed 
Secretary of the U.S. Army.  
Secretary Wormuth is the first 
woman to hold this position.  
She has also worked as the 
Under Secretary of Defense 
for Policy, the third-ranking 
civilian position at the 
Pentagon (2014-2016).
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